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BUSINESS OF THE HOUSE — WEDNESDAY SITTINGS 

Standing Orders Suspension — Motion 

HON SUE ELLERY (South Metropolitan — Leader of the House) [1.08 pm] — without notice: I move — 

That so much of the standing orders be suspended as to enable the following variations to the order of 
business and sitting times for the remaining Wednesday sittings in 2019 — 

(a) On Wednesday, 16 October 2019 — 

(i) no consideration of committee reports; and 

(ii) the house to sit beyond 6.20 pm, suspend sittings between 6.00 pm and 
7.00 pm and take members’ statements at 9.45 pm or at an earlier time ordered 
by the house. 

(b) On all subsequent sitting Wednesdays, the house to sit beyond 6.20 pm, suspend sittings 
between 6.00 pm and 7.00 pm and take members’ statements at 9.45 pm or at an earlier 
time ordered by the house until the Voluntary Assisted Dying Bill 2019 has been read 
a third time.  

By way of explanation, agreement was reached between the parties behind the Chair last night. This reflects 
the agreed position on how we will create some additional time to deal with the bill that is currently before 
the house. 

HON NICK GOIRAN (South Metropolitan) [1.09 pm]: I rise to indicate that I support the motion that is 
currently before the house. I understand there has been discussion between various members about this matter. 
I will put aside for one moment whether I think the bill that is mentioned in the motion is one of the highest 
pressing priorities for Western Australians at this time. I am seeking to get on the record, and possibly even have 
confirmed by the Leader of the House by way of interjection, that whilst I support the motion before the house, 
which refers to a bill being read for a third time, I put to members—I hope the Leader of the House will agree with 
me—it would be quite improper for this bill to be read a second time when Hon Rick Mazza is away, as members 
are aware, due to a medical matter. I am not suggesting for a moment that there is anything untoward; I would 
simply like confirmation from the Leader of the House that that member will be given an opportunity to contribute 
to the second reading stage of the bill, should he so wish. 

Hon Sue Ellery: I am not sure how that is a point of order. 

Hon NICK GOIRAN: I am not raising a point of order; I am just speaking to the motion that is before the house. 

Hon Sue Ellery: It does not actually go to the motion at all. If the member wants to have a conversation about that 
with me behind the Chair, I will have a conversation with him, but I do not think it has anything to do with the 
motion that is before us. 

Hon NICK GOIRAN: Further to the motion that is before the house, I was simply asking for an interjection; I had 
not concluded my remarks. 

I will conclude by saying this for the record: in my view, it would be improper for this house to extend its sittings 
beyond the ordinary course—that is, different from what we normally do—in circumstances in which a member 
who is away on a medical emergency is unable to provide a second reading contribution. I hope that he will be 
given the opportunity to do so and I also hope that my concerns will be unfounded. 

The PRESIDENT: Hon Nick Goiran has put his view on the record. When we are dealing with these types of 
bills, for those members who have been around for a while, we all understand that it is up to individual members 
whether they are here or not. It is unfortunate when somebody is absent, but I am sure that if an individual intends 
to comment on this bill, they will ensure that they are here at some point. 

This type of motion requires an absolute majority. Having counted the numbers in the house, there is an absolute 
majority and that motion is agreed. 

Question put and passed with an absolute majority. 
 


	BUSINESS OF THE HOUSE — WEDNESDAY SITTINGS
	Standing Orders Suspension — Motion


